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Parco Geominerario Storico Ambientale Della Sardegna 

(Geological, Mining, Historical and Environmental Park of Sardinia) 

 
1. Introduction 

The Parco Geominerario Storico Ambientale Della Sardegna (the Parco) was first recognised 

by UNESCO in 1998 and has been a fully integrated member of both the European Geoparks 

Network (EGN) and the Global Geoparks Network (GGN) since 2007.   

 

Sardinia has a population of 1.6 million and a land area of 24,090 square kilometres making it 

the second largest island in the Mediterranean after Sicily.  Communications within the island 

are generally good although the mountainous interior means that most main roads follow a 

winding route along the coast so journey times can be considerably longer than might 

otherwise be expected.  

 

The geology of Sardinia is clearly of international importance and contains a complex mix of 

sedimentary, volcanic, metamorphic and intrusive sequences of different geological cycles 

attributable to an age from the Palaeozoic to the Quaternary often with associated 

mineralisation.  Therefore, Sardinia’s geological history is linked to that of western Europe 

and is very different to the geology of mainland Italy. The island is particularly noted for its 

past mining industry, which dated from prehistoric times up to the 20
th

 Century and which 

exploited both the extensive metalliferous ores - lead, zinc, silver and copper - and large coal 

deposits.  Feldspar and talc were also mined and even obsidian was mined in prehistoric times 

to provide sharp cutting tools. 

 

 
Simplified geology map of Sardinia 
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The vast majority of sedimentary rocks offer clues about the palaeozoological and 

palaeobotanical history of the island.  Archaeocyathids are certainly the most characteristic 

fossils of Sardinian palaeontology and the most important groups were discovered in the 

Iglesiente area.  Trilobites are among the most important fossils of the Palaeozoic era because, 

thanks to their classification, the stratigraphy of the Cambrian formations in south-western 

Sardinia could be organised.  

 

Sardinia is also noted for its environmental, historical and cultural heritage and is a popular 

holiday destination for tourists from Europe and other areas.  Traditionally, many tourists 

come to Sardinia for the sunshine and golden beaches but large numbers of visitors are 

increasingly interested in activity holidays and in experiencing the rich heritage of the island.  

 

The Parco is managed by a consortium of national government ministries in partnership with 

the regional government of Sardinia, local municipalities and non-government organisations. 

The geopark is active throughout the entire island of Sardinia so the administrative and 

operational boundary of the geopark is the coastline of Sardinia.   

 

 
Mining heritage and geology are prevalent in the geopark 

 

The geopark carries out a range of functions throughout Sardina and is also responsible for 

vetting all planning applications on the island to ensure that there is no negative impact on the 

mining heritage of Sardinia. In addition the geopark has a significant development role across 

Sardinia and also operates events and education programmes across the island.  In certain 

respects, the combination of the very large size of the island and the amount of time needed to 

travel around it influences the management approach to the operation of the geopark.  

 

Essentially, the Parco has eight core areas spread across the island of Sardinia along with 

other point sites, trails and facilities outside the core areas.  The core areas are fully integrated 

within the management structure of the geopark and are looked after and monitored by the 

Geopark Management Team (GMT) with the support of partner organisations.  Each of the 

core areas has appropriate signage and interpretation linking it to the other core areas and 

integrating it into the wider geopark.  

 

The core areas of the geopark were chosen because they best represent the key eras and 

aspects of the mining heritage and wider heritage of Sardinia.  In addition to mining heritage 
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the core areas also contain other important heritage aspects such as geology, biodiversity, 

history, culture and wider archaeological interest in addition to the legacy of mining.  Each 

core area has a wealth of scenery that is representative of the wider landscape of Sardinia. 

 

Countryside recreation is well developed across the Parco with a network of walking trails in 

the core areas of the geopark as well as regional long distance trails crossing the island and 

linking the core areas of the geopark to each other. Adventurous visitors can experience a 

range of outdoor pursuits in the geopark such as caving, rock climbing, mountain biking or 

water sports that are provided by properly licensed and professional activity centres. 

 

2. Evaluation Mission 

The inspectors for this mission, which took place from 23-25 July 2013 were: 

   Ana Ruiz Conde, Sobrarbe Global Geopark, Spain 

   Richard Watson, Marble Arch Caves Global Geopark, UK & Ireland  

 

The Parco became a fully integrated member of EGN and GGN in 2007 and had its first  

4-yearly revalidation inspection in 2011 when it received a Yellow Card. The July 2013 

revalidation mission looked again at the overall geopark and at the issues identified in the 

Yellow card letter (see copy letter in Annex 6), which were as follows: 

   

1. The geopark should have a definite boundary. 

 

2. That the geopark is divided into eight areas that operate separately and are not 

integrated into the geopark. 

 

3. A full time Director should be appointed. 

 

4. Geopark staff should be employed on a full time basis. 

 

5. Although not a yellow card issue, the letter also pointed out that the two 

representatives to the EGN Coordinating Committee should not both be working as 

Geologists. 

 

Our inspection mission in July 2013 found that the Parco Geominerario Storico Ambientale 

Della Sardegna is an effective and fully functioning geopark and that none of the Yellow 

card issues identified in 2011 is any longer a matter for concern.   
 

As discussed in the introduction to this report, it is clear that (1) the Parco operates right 

across Sardinia so the coastline of the island is the administrative and operational boundary of 

the geopark.  In addition, the geopark has a statutory planning function across all of Sardinia 

as the agency responsible for vetting all planning applications on the island to ensure that 

there is no negative impact on the mining heritage of Sardinia. 

 

It was explained to us that (2) the eight core areas of the geopark were chosen because they 

best represent key eras and aspects of the mining heritage of Sardinia and also because they 

contain a wealth of geology, landscape features, biodiversity, history, culture and wider 

archaeological interest in addition to the legacy of mining.  The core areas are fully integrated 

within the management structure of the geopark and are looked after and monitored by the 

GMT with the support of partner organisations.  Each of the core areas has appropriate 

signage and interpretation linking it to the other core areas and integrating it into the wider 

geopark and there are other point sites, trails and facilities outside the core areas.  
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The geopark has (3) a full time Director – Dr. Fransesco Usalla - and (4) twelve full time staff 

while another four staff will be recruited in the near future.  Full time staff include geologists, 

planners, development specialists, financial experts, educators, administrators and even an in-

house film unit.  In addition, the geopark can call on the support of the staff of national 

government ministries and regional government departments based in Sardinia to help it to 

carry out its management functions.  For instance, if the geoparks needs the specialist 

expertise of a civil engineer, an architect or a forester it only has to contact the relevant 

government agency. 

 

The two representatives (5) of the Parco on the EGN Coordinating Committee are both 

qualified geologists but one of them – Dr. Franseco Muntoni - is fully employed as the 

development expert for the geopark while the other – Dr. Roberto Rizzo - is the geopark 

geologist.  In our opinion, there is no conflict with the stipulation that one representative of 

the geopark should be a geologist while the other should be an expert in another discipline 

such as management, finance or development.  Indeed, it is probably a distinct advantage that 

the development expert for the geopark happens to be a geologist. 

 

 

3. Documents Provided and Presented 

The geopark provided a comprehensive range of documents and information both before and 

during the revalidation mission including an itinerary for the mission, self evaluation 

documentation, lists of geosites, geological and topographical maps, legal documents, 

financial information, research papers, historic documents, photographs, DVD’s, books, 

tourist literature and walking guides.  

 

 
One of a range of maps showing natural and cultural features in the geopark 

 

Where appropriate, the GMT discussed  key documents with us and explained the importance 

of them in relation to the overall operation of the geopark. We also had an opportunity to 

attend a meeting of the Associazione ONLUS Pozzo Sella when two university students gave 

Powerpoint presentations outlining their research relating to the geopark. 

 



 7 

We also visited the Sardinian mining heritage archive in Iglesias, which is appropriately 

housed in a restored mining building in a much larger old mining complex.  The archive is 

extremely impressive and very professional in its approach.  It is an important national 

resource and contains over 60 kilometres of shelved documents, which are all catalogued and 

recorded.  Indeed, we were told that there are so many documents that if a reader spent one 

minute looking at each document it would take 110 years without any breaks to see them all.   

 

 
Part of the maps and documents storage in the mining heritage archive 

 

The archive has excellent library facilities that we could see are well used by scientific 

researchers, historians and members of the public.  In addition to documents the archive also 

has a huge collection of historic photographs, drawings and paintings as well as a large  

collection of old wooden patterns that were used by toolmakers making machine parts for the 

mines. 

 

The archive also has a capable conservation team who conserve and record important 

historical documents and who train archivists from Italian national museums and other 

institutions in document conservation.  In addition, the archive has a state of the art industrial 

laser scanner for recording historical maps, documents and pictures, which is one of only 

three such scanners in all of Italy with one of the others being in the Vatican archive. 

 

 

4. Strategic Partnerships 

The Parco Geominerario Storico Ambientale Della Sardegna is managed by a consortium of 

four Italian government ministries with the active cooperation of the regional government of 

Sardinia and local municipalities.  The geopark is strongly supported by academic institutions, 

non-governmental organisations and community groups.  There is a particularly strong 

relationship with the mining history and geological society Interventio Geo Ambientali SpA 

which promotes, protects and conserves the mining heritage of Sardinia and which operates a 

number of the most important visitor facilities in the geopark. 

 

The Associazione ONLUS Pozzo Sella is a key partner organisation that is made up of 

organisations and individuals who are friends of the geopark and who actively support it.  We 

were particularly pleased to see that the Associazione has among its members a large number 

of ex-miners and also the past Director of the Parco who are all strong advocates of the 

geopark. 
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Geopark sign on the gateway of a partner university facility in Iglesias 

 

The Parco has strong cooperation with local universities while a number of overseas 

universities have carried out research projects on various aspects of the heritage of the 

geopark. The geopark has excellent links with a number of tourist organisation and facilities 

such as museums, show mines, hotels, tourism providers, schools and communities. 

 

 

5. Itinerary 

We were satisfied that the itinerary gave us the opportunity to see relevant aspects of the 

geological and mining heritage of the geopark as well as other natural and cultural sites and 

museums (see Itinerary at Annex 2). 

 

The itinerary also included meetings with a wide range of partner organisations, stakeholders 

and community groups who clearly fully support the geopark. We were also able to 

participate in geopark events and had sufficient time to discuss relevant aspects of the geopark 

with members of the GMT. 
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6. Visibility 

The Parco Geominerario Storico Ambientale Della Sardegna has excellent visibility through 

an appropriate range of signage and tourist information.  A promotional DVD of the geopark 

is played at Cagliari airport on screens housed in geopark branded booths. There is a wide 

range of readily available information about the geopark both as printed literature and as 

electronic information on websites, Facebook, etc. 

 

 
Staff member of the Geopark Management Team wearing geopark uniform 

 

During the mission we asked to pay an unscheduled, surprise visit to the tourist information 

centre in the large town of Iglesias where we were pleased to find ample information about 

the geopark and to see the promotional DVD of the geopark being played. We also found that 

the tourist information centre staff were knowledgeable and enthusiastic about the geopark 

 

Geopark facilities and those of partner organisations have threshold signs displaying the 

geopark name and logo along with the EGN and GGN logos.  There are numerous interpretive 

panels and information boards throughout the geopark, which have the appropriate geopark 

branding. Geopark staff wear suitable uniforms that display the geopark name and logo as 

well as the EGN and GGN logos. 

 

We concluded that local people and visitors to Sardinia are generally aware of the geopark 

and that many people make a point of visiting geopark facilities.  It was clear that many of the 

geopark facilities attract large numbers of local and tourist visitors. 
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7. Description and Conservation of Geological Sites 

The Parco contains a large number of geological sites associated with the volcanic, 

metamorphic and sedimentary rocks of the geopark (see list of geosites at Annex 4), many of 

which are also associated with the metal and coal mining heritage of Sardinia.  In addition, 

there are numerous other geological sites and mountain and coastal landforms throughout the 

geopark including karst areas, cliffs, river valleys, sea stacks, golden beaches and large dune 

systems. 

 

Many sites are linked to the mining heritage of Sardinia and include industrial archaeological 

sites such as mines, pit head facilities, winding wheels, ore washing plants, smelters, ship 

loading facilities, ports and transport links such as mine railways and mine roadways.   Other 

sites associated with mining heritage include office complexes, mining villages and the 

palatial homes of rich mine owners.  A large number of mining heritage sites are well 

preserved and are open to the public as popular visitor attractions. Old miner’s trails, railways 

and mule pack routes have been given a new lease of life as walking routes through scenic 

countryside or along beautiful sections of the coast. 

 

 
Geopark info panel showing coastal walking paths and associated geosites 

 

Large former mining facilities that have been opened as visitor attractions are often 

impressive examples of industrial archaeology and many of them are located in very scenic 

surroundings.  The old mine railway tunnel, ore silos and ship loading facilities at Porto 

Flavia are a wonderful example of engineering design and large scale industrial enterprise in a 

stunningly beautiful cliff setting overlooking the sea. 
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Exhibition photograph of ore loading facility at Porto Flavia 

 

Other mining heritage sites are in the process of being restored while other abandoned mining 

sites are generally fenced off securely both to make them safe and to help to preserve them for 

the future.  All sites linked to the mining heritage of Sardinia are protected by law and the 

Parco has a statutory role in vetting all planning applications on Sardinia to ensure that relics 

of mining heritage are not threatened by development. 

 

Other former mine sites such as the Galleria Henry offer tours of the mine on restored mine 

railway engines while some sites such as the Italian Centre for Coal Culture at the former coal 

mine at Carbonia have excellent on site museums and open air sculpture parks incorporating 

modern art sculptures alongside large pieces of mining machinery that have a sculptural 

quality of their own. 

 

 
Retired miners hand prints in an exhibit at the Italian Centre for Coal Culture 

 

Some geotourism sites such as the historic mining town of Montevecchio take in entire 

communities.  Montevecchio was once a thriving town of several thousand people who all 

depended on the mines for their livelihood.  Once the mines were closed down the population 

of the town fell to its present level of around 200 but the town is finding a new lease of life as 

a tourist attraction with many of the former mine buildings open to the public.   

 



 12 

A highlight is the Montevecchio tour of the former mine owner’s mansion, which is preserved 

as a fully furnished time capsule from the 19
th

 Century.  The Montevecchio experience is 

certainly memorable and was acknowledged with the prestigious Eden award for European 

tourism in 2012.  The town’s fortunes should benefit further when the geopark uses some of 

the new development funding to upgrade a derelict former mine road, which will reconnect 

Montevecchio to parts of Sardinia that it has been practically cut off from for many years.   

 

 
Geological exhibits at Montevecchio museum 

 

Some of the geological sites we visited are very beautiful and extremely impressive.  The 

Santa Barbara Cave is a must-see experience and the cave tour guides were very mindful of 

the need to respect and conserve the cave even to the point that cave tours are strictly limited 

in numbers and frequency to protect the cave environment. 

 

 
Impressive speleothems in Santa Barbara caves 
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We also visited the extensive sand dune complex at Trinita d’Agultu e Vignola , which is 

another impressive site that is under statutory protection and where development is strictly 

controlled.  The dunes are among the largest in the Mediterranean and in a favourable state of 

conservation.  Many are well vegetated and relatively static while others are in a more active 

stage with open, windblown sand. Development at this geosite has largely been restricted to a 

hotel that has been sympathetically incorporated into restored mine buildings.   

 

Geosites are monitored by geopark staff with the assistance of other agencies and most are 

protected by legislation.  This protection is particularly important for sedimentary rock 

geosites, which can be highly fossiliferous. The geopark has a statutory role in site 

conservation as the agency responsible for vetting planning applications across Sardinia to 

ensure that there are no negative impacts on the mining heritage of Sardinia. 

 

 

8. Description and Conservation of other Natural and Cultural Sites 

The geopark contains a wide range of sites of natural, historical and cultural interest while 

religious festivals, cuisine, art and traditional music are also important aspects of the cultural 

heritage of Sardinia. 

 

The island has a beautiful landscape of mountains and coastline and is rich in sites of high 

environmental value. Forests, rivers and widespread rocky outcrops and crags are 

characteristic of mountainous areas while coastal landforms include high cliffs, rocky bays, 

golden beaches and massive dune systems. Most sites of natural history interest are protected 

under European, national or regional legislation. 

 

 
Coastal scenery showing former mine mule track refurbished as a walking trail 
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Historical and archaeological sites are numerous and include sites associated with most of the 

key ancient civilisations of the Mediterranean including Punics, Romans, Pisans and 

Piedmontese.  As well as mining sites, these sites include fortifications, ports, temples, burial 

grounds, farms and community areas.  Most of these sites are protected by law and are 

carefully monitored by the geopark or its partner agencies. 

 

 

9. Infrastructure Development 

The Parco Geominerario Storico Ambientale Della Sardegna is well managed and has an 

annual budget of around €1.5M.  This budget includes a sizeable amount for sustainable 

development and the geopark has a good track record for developing high quality 

infrastructure. 

 

Nevertheless, we were surprised and delighted to learn that the Italian government has made 

available a total of €112M for sustainable development in Sardinia spread over the next four 

years.  Following discussions, the regional government of Sardina and the national 

government of Italy have jointly agreed that the geopark is the best agency to administer the 

development funding. 

 

Consequently, the Geopark Management Team are working very hard to draw up and 

implement the complex development plan required for dealing with such a large development 

fund.  To help with the heavy workload, the geopark is recruiting four more staff who will 

assist with implementing the development plan. 

 

Projects either under way, or in the process of planning, include the development of new 

tourism facilities, the restoration of old mining sites, enhancement of geosites and other sites 

of interest, environmental improvement schemes, upgrading of rural roads and community 

development projects. 

 

Clearly, this is a huge amount of work for the Geopark Management Team and it is a great 

compliment to them and to the geopark to be given the responsibility of administering the 

development funding. 

 

 

10. Geotourism 

Geotourism is an important element of the tourism product of Sardinia and the geopark and its 

partners are key players in the management of high quality visitor attractions and facilities on 

the island. Good information on geotourism is available as printed literature or electronically. 

 

A significant proportion of the geotourism provision in the geopark focuses on the mining 

heritage of Sardinia and, of course, on the geology associated with the different eras and 

aspects of mining from prehistoric times up to the 20th Century.  Other geosites enable 

visitors to see and understand other aspects of the geological and physical landscape heritage 

of the geopark. 

 

We found that geotourism sites are well managed and offer good value for money to visitors.  

Sites are interpreted to a good standard either by guided tours or by on-site interpretation and 

generally have good facilities such as car parking, toilets, refreshments and gift shops.   

 

All of the managers, tour guides and reception staff we met at different sites were 

knowledgeable, friendly and enthusiastic about the sites in their care.  Safety standards are 
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good and sites are clean, tidy and well maintained. Underground mine sites are particularly 

well maintained and well equipped and visitors are issued with appropriate safety equipment. 

 

 

11. Local Participation 

The Parco enjoys widespread political support at all levels in Sardinia and is well regarded by 

local communities across Sardinia while many local people and businesses have a great 

interest in the geopark.  At several venues we visited – for example the community developed 

mining heritage and tourist accommodation site at Rosas – local people spoke with great pride 

and passion about their geopark.   

 

 
Community tourism project in restored mine buildings at Rosas 

 

The geopark works closely with other government agencies and with non-government 

organisations such as the mining heritage society Interventio Geo Ambientali SpA, which 

operates a number of mining heritage sites on Sardinia and which is a key stakeholder in the 

geopark. 

 

The Associazione ONLUS Pozzo Sella is a key partner organisation that is made up of 

organisations and individuals who are friends of the geopark and who actively support it.  The 

Associazione has among its members a large number of ex-miners and also the past Director 

of the Parco who are all strong advocates of the geopark. 

 

The geopark also has strong links with local universities, schools and societies and has good 

liaison with tourism bodies and tourism providers. 
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12. Information and Public Education 

The Parco Geominerario Storico Ambientale Della Sardegna has a high profile supported by a 

comprehensive range of signage and tourist information.  The Geopark Management Team 

has an in-house graphic design capability and an in-house film unit. 

 

A promotional DVD of the geopark is played at Cagliari airport on screens housed in geopark 

branded booths and information about the geopark is widely available both as printed 

literature and as electronic information on websites, Facebook, etc. 

 

 
Small selection of the range of literature available in the geopark 

 

We paid an unscheduled, surprise visit to the tourist information centre in the tourist town 

Iglesias where we found plenty of information about the geopark and saw the promotional 

DVD of the geopark being played. It was clear that the tourist information centre staff had a 

good understanding of the geopark and were very supportive towards it. 

 

Geopark facilities and those of partner organisations have threshold signs displaying the 

geopark name and logo along with the EGN and GGN logos.  There are numerous interpretive 

panels and information boards throughout the geopark, which have the appropriate geopark 

branding. Geopark staff wear suitable uniforms that display the geopark name and logo as 

well as the EGN and GGN logos. 

 

The geopark promotes a wide range of geological, educational, historical and cultural events 

throughout the year that are delivered by geopark staff and partner organisations.  Local 

people and visitors to Sardinia are generally aware of the geopark and many of them visit 

geopark facilities and participate in geopark events.   
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Children’s clay artworks based on geological structures 

 

The geopark works closely with both overseas and local universities, schools and societies 

and has good educational programmes in place.  In particular, the geopark promotes a lot of 

research into a wide range of topics including geology, mining heritage and tourism 

development and each year holds a prize competition for the best research projects. 

 

 
Research project by a student from the University of Hamburg 
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The Sardinian mining archive is a nationally important resource that is well maintained and 

that is widely used by large numbers of researchers, historians and enthusiasts.  The archive 

has excellent research facilities and has a professional document conservation section as well 

as a interesting museum and photo exhibition area. 

 

 

13. Management and Sustainable Development 

The geopark management authority consists of a consortium of four Ministries of the national 

Government of Italy with the Ministry of Finance and the Environment as the lead agency. 

The autonomous Regional Government of Sardinia also contributes to the operation of the 

geopark as do the 8 provincial governments of Sardinia and the 84 municipalities of Sardinia. 

A suitably experienced politician – Dr. Antonio Granara - has been appointed as 

Commissioner for the Parco by the Minister for Finance and the Environment with an 

important role in helping to promote the geopark and in representing its interests at the 

political level. 

 

The overall coordination, planning and promotion of the geopark is carried out by the 

Geopark Management Team, which consists of a full time Director and 12 full time 

professional and administrative staff  and which is based in good office accommodation in the 

historic mining town of Iglesias.   

 

As well as its own dedicated Geopark Management Team, the geopark can call on the 

expertise of some 600 civil servants working for the geopark consortium agencies in Sardinia 

including professional grade civil servants such as engineers, architects or archaeologists. 

 

The Italian government has put in place a €112M strategy for sustainable development in 

Sardinia over the next four years.  The regional government of Sardinia and the national 

government of Italy have jointly agreed that the Parco will be the lead agency to administer 

the development funding. 

 

 
This formerly derelict mining complex at Iglesias is being restored as community facilities. 

(The Sardinian mining archive is in the white two storey building with the grey roof.) 
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The Geopark Management Team are working hard to draw up and implement the complex 

development plan required for the development strategy and the geopark is recruiting four 

more staff to assist with implementing the development plan. 

 

The geopark has a large number of sites – mining heritage, geology, biodiversity, cultural, 

archaeological and others.  These sites are well managed and protected by relevant legislation.  

The geopark has a statutory role in scrutinising all planning applications in Sardinia to ensure 

that mining heritage is not threatened by development.  Old mining heritage sites have been 

developed as high quality geotourism sites while others are being restored or have been ear-

marked for restoration in the future.   

 

The Parco works closely on tourism promotion and other economic activities with regional 

tourism agencies, with tourism providers and with community-led tourism projects.  Clearly, 

the geopark is an important element of the tourism product of Sardinia and that it makes a 

significant contribution to the economy of Sardinia. 

 

The geopark is strongly supported by academic institutions, schools, non government 

organisations and local communities many of which have strong links with the geopark and 

have used it to generate useful projects. 

 

 

14. Compliance with EGN & GGN Charter and Procedures 

Since becoming fully integrated into both EGN and GGN in 2007 the geopark has contributed 

to the work of both networks and has regularly sent two representatives to the bi-annual 

meetings of the EGN Coordination Committee.  The geopark has a number of linkages with 

other Global Geoparks and is an active member of the Italian Geoparks Forum having 

recently hosted a meeting of that forum in Sardinia. 

 

The geopark participates in the activities of European Geoparks Week although, in common 

with some other geoparks, it runs the week-long activities at a later date.  This year the 

geopark decided to mark European Geoparks Week in August to coincide with the peak 

holiday season in Sardinia so that the activities will have the maximum possible audience of 

overseas tourists as well as local people.  The GMT discussed the range of events for 

European Geoparks Week with us and we were satisfied that it promised to be a good 

programme. 

 

Geological material is not sold in any facilities operated by the geopark or by partner 

organisations and there are relevant laws prohibiting the collection of geological specimens 

across the island. 

 

 

15. Discussion 

We were satisfied that we were able to carry out a detailed inspection of the Parco 

Geominerario Storico Ambientale Della Sardegna and we were convinced that it is an 

effective geopark. As outlined in section 2. Evaluation above, we consider that the Yellow 

Card issues identified in 2011 are no longer valid. 

 

The Parco has a strong management structure at both national and regional government level 

and is also supported by local government and municipal councils.  The geopark is well 

financed with an annual budget of €1.5M and will be the lead agency in a €112M 

development strategy for Sardinia over the next four years. 
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The Geopark Management Team has a full-time Director and twelve other full-time staff 

while four more people are being recruited to assist with the geopark’s major development 

function during the next four years.   

 

It is clear that the geopark operates across Sardinia so the administrative and operational 

boundary of the geopark is the coastline of Sardinia.  The eight core areas of the geopark were 

chosen because they are the best representative areas of the mining heritage of Sardinia and 

also because they contain other geosites and sites of natural or cultural interest.  The core 

areas, other point sites and walking trails across Sardinia are fully integrated and are managed 

and monitored by the GMT with the cooperation of partner organisations. 

 

The geopark has a wide range of high quality sites – mining heritage, geology, biodiversity, 

cultural, archaeological and others.  Sites are well managed and protected by relevant 

legislation.  The geopark also has a statutory role in vetting all planning applications in 

Sardinia to ensure that mining heritage relics are not put at risk by development.  A number of 

old mining heritage sites have been developed as high quality geotourism sites and others are 

being restored or have been ear-marked for restoration in the future.  Abandoned mining sites 

are generally fenced off and in a safe condition.  Geological material is not sold in any 

facilities linked to the geopark and there is suitable legislation relating to the collection of 

geological specimens at geosites. 

 

The geopark has a good profile among local people and tourists and there is a comprehensive 

range of literature and electronic information about the geopark.  The geopark also has an 

effective role in promoting education, research and understanding of the earth sciences and 

other heritage of Sardinia and has good cooperative links with universities, schools, mining 

heritage societies and communities across Sardinia.  There is excellent support for the 

geopark among local communities and many people have a passionate interest and pride in 

their geopark. 

 

It is clear that the Parco has a good working relationship with the other providers in the 

tourism industry of Sardinia. We concluded that the geopark is an important element of the 

tourism product of Sardinia and that it makes a significant contribution to the economy of 

Sardinia.  It is evident that the Parco has an important strategic role in sustainable 

development in Sardinia as it is the catalyst for a €112M development fund from the national 

government of Italy over the next four years. 

 

We were generally in agreement with both Part A and Part B of the self-evaluation 

assessments carried out by the Geopark Management team prior to the revalidation inspection 

and only made some minor adjustments to them. 
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